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AT a meeting of the Pxzs!DenT, PRorESsoRS, and TuTORs of Harv arp 


Coxxxok, Dec. 28, 1799. 


Tu immediate Government of the UniveRsITY, thoroughly penetrated 
by that affecting event, which has ſo deeply impreſſed the public mind; 
and viewing it, as a proper and due acknowledgment to the Great 
Author of every good and perfect gift,” to take a reſpectful and pious 
notice of the recall of diſtinguiſhed characters, for important purpoſes lent 
to Earth; deſirous alſo of joining with all good Societies of men in 
lamenting the loſs, which the Republic of letters, as well as our common 
Country has ſuſtained ; and wiſhing in particular that the UNIVERSIT v 
in CAMBRIDGE, which, in conſequence of her being ſituated in the firſt 
ſcene of the American war, firſt ſhared the protection, may not appear 
forgetful of the Savior of her Country and the Patron of Science; 


VoreD, that the following exerciſes, being introduced and concluded 
with prayer adapted to the mournful occaſion, and intermixed with ſacred 
muſic, inſtrumental and vocal, be publicly performed in pious commem- 
oration of the /ingular talents, eminent virtues, and unparalleled ſervices of | 


WASHINGTON THE GOOD. 


An INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS in Latin by the Pzzs7DznT. 

An ELEGIAC POEM in Engliſh by WasninGTon ALLSTON, a Senior Sophiſter,* 

A FUNERAL ORATION by Benjamin MarsTon WATSON, a Senior Sophiſter.* 

A SOLEMN AND PATHETIC DISCOURSE by the Hor11s ProFessoR of Divinity. 


* Theſe two young Gentlemen modeſtly declined giving copies of their performances for the preſs. 
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CONCIO BREVIS 


A 


PRASIDE. 


EHE u cauſam lugubrem in hancce ædem conveniendi ! Quid, niſi 
eventum acerbiſſimum, omnibus publice deflendum, cordibus imis infligere 
vulnera potuiſſet ! Video in hæc atra funebria omnium veſtrum ora luctu- 
oſiſſima oculoſque humeſcentes, lachrymaſque ferè effuſuros, filentio triſti 
converſos. Hac tacita mæſtitià, longe vocibus potentiore, mihi videmini 
dicere ! Nulla dies nobis mœrorem è pectore demet; nam WASHINGTON 
“ venerandus dilectiſſimuſque, quo nemo neque integrior eſſet, neque 
« ſanctior, neque ſpectatior, neque deſiderabilior, Ah! quomodo dicemus, 
« prœcordiis intimis non pens ruptis -Was HINGTON—vixit !—W asH- 
INGTON fuit Pater patriæ beneficentiſſimus; - Aſſertor libertatis incorruptus, 
Oppugnator autem licentiæ ſtrenuus ;—Heros magnanimus, quo Duce, Deo 
favente, Cives Americani, bello difficillimo, pro juribus boniſque ſuis, in 
Britannos perfuncti, Reipublicæ fœderatæ ſummam poteſtatem confecere, 
quæ tandem aliquando, pactis cum Britannia conventis, ampliſſimè confir- 
mata eſt, paxque, diu petita, noſtræ regioni reſtituta; —Præſes illuſtris, cui 
fuit mens ſagax, qui et cauſas rerum et conſecutiones tam clarè perſpexit 
ut Rempublicam ſapientiſſimè feliciſſimèquè geſſit atque adminiſtravit; à 
Patria quidem oculos nunquam dejecit, et cum videret bella inter gentes 
Europæas exorta, quæ citò multas regiones amcenas, et hominum frugumque 
fertiles devaſtarunt, incluſum penitùs in venis et viſceribus Reipublicæ, ſub 
nomine ſpecioſo animorum pro beneficiis Gallicis acceptis gratorum, peri- 
culum proſpexit, atque fortis animi et conſtantis, nequaquam in rebus 
aſperis perturbati, minimèque dolis inſidioſis capti, curis vigilacibus con- 
ſiliſque aſſiduis perfecit, ut natio noſtra illis bellis non immiſcuiſſet; eodem 
tempore concordiam ſocietatemque cum omnibus, quomodocunque inter ſe 
hoſtibus, ſedulo coluit fovitque, dum ad permutationem mercium liberam 
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promovendam alendamque incubuit : Ita omnem ſuſpicionis cauſam alius 
alii nationi præferendæ ſtuduit prævertere, quibus conſiliis conatibuſque, 
tam juſtis et æquis, quam liberabilibus, Reſpublica noſtra, ut plurimùm, 
quiete placida tranquillitateque blanda fructa eſt ; et quamvis multum 
detrimenti mercaturas mari facientibus prædationes aliquando attulere, 
tamen adaucta ſunt commoda et publica et privata, opeſque magnum 
crevere, et quidem profectò ad altum uſque gradum provecta eſt proſperitas; 
—Patronus literarum ſcientiarumque benevolus, etiam Adjutor liberalis 
et munificus ;—Civis, qui fortitudine, æquanimitate, juſtitia, bonitate, 
prudentii, temperantii, modeſtià, affectionibus domeſticis, aliiſque omnibus 
virtutibus, quæ vel humanitatem decorant, vel ſocietati utilitatem afferunt, 
ornatus fuit, et exemplum æmulationis digniſſimum exhibuit ;—Cujus 
reverentia vero, pietaſque erga Deum Filiumque Suum Jeſum Chriſtum, 
omnes virtutes ejus exornarunt atque coronarunt, quæ in Religione 
Chriſtiana ita poſitæ, intaminatis ſemper in terris fulſerunt honoribus, et 
in regiones cæleſtes ithum nunc ſecutæ funt. 


Talis fuiſti, O WasninGTON venerande et dilectiſſime, et ſicui licitum 
mortem evitare, tibi fuiſſet: Te autem ad tempus modo divino munere 
donatum tertæ Te non tam diebus quam exiſtimatione eximia longe 
latẽ que diffuſa, fama inſoliti, gloriaque rariſſimà, quibus honoribus terrenis 
vero nihil amplius accedere potuiſſet, Deus popoſcit, reſumpſit, ad ſidera 
revocavit— tibi ipſi quidem feli iſſimum, Reipublicæ vero derelictæ, Patre 
orbatæ, Ah! quam acerbum. Dum autem hanc derelictionem triſtiſſimam 
defleamus, quam animus 'Intimis ſenſibus meminiſſe angitur, luctuque refu- 
git, Deo luminum Patri, à quo deſcendit omnis donatio bona, et omne 
integrum donum, qui vitam tuam, utilitate refertam, tamdiu Reipublicæ, 
fæderatæ protraxerit, gratias habendi ne ſimus negligentes; nec ingrati te 
de lucis regnis ad hunc noſtrum orbem tenebroſum redire optemus. 


BeaTEs WasHincToON | vita nunc eſt tibi inter Cælicolas, nec tamen 
vita tua ceſſit ex terris; nam hc tua vita non dicenda fuit, quæ corpore et 


E 


ſpiritu contenta: Illa vero vita tua, que civium animis inhæret, quam 
poſteritas alet atque tuebitur, et quæ vigebit memoria ſeculorum omnium. 
Ita civium pectora grata, cam præſentium, tum ſuccedentium omnium tibi 
erunt monumenta, zreis vel marmoreis longè ſtabiliora, quæ non innume- 


rabilis annorum ſeries, non fuga temporum poterit diruere, nec ferrum 


nec edax vetuſtas abolere ;—nomenque tuum, in cordibus imis penitds 
inſcriptum, ſemper indelebile manebit. 


Avprronxs ſpectatiſſimi ac amiciſſimi, 


Huus concionis mez (fi concio dicatur) non fuit propoſitum, ut omnes 
virtutes varias ac ſublimas reſque geſtas inſignes, quæ per vitam eximiam 


noſtri WasHiN rox egregii præſtantiſſimique ſplenduerunt panegyri tracta- 


rem atque celebrarem. Si propoſitum vero, tamen debilitata ſalus mea 
infractæque vires, quodcunque fuiſſet ingenium, nequaquam ſinerent. 
Pauca igitur, quæ i me ſunt profata de hoc viro cariſſimo digniflimoque 
ſufficiant. Aliquid autem amplius decet à noſtrà Univerſitate proferri, 
vos igitur, Alumni amati, quibus aſſignatum eſt munus Patris Patriæ 
benigniſſimi, generiſque humani Amici tum virtutes inclytas, tum facinora 
præclara celebrandi, ita hoc præſtetis, ut panegyricis veſtris memoriam 
ejus et hancce Muſarum ſedem, quam in periculis protexit, honore afficiatis, 
eodemque tempore bonam exiſtimationem vobiſmetipſis acquiratis. Per- 
ſuaſiſſimum eſt mihi totius literariæ Societatis, qua Gubernatorum, qua 
Alumnorum ſententias vos enunciaturos.—Quodcunque vero honoris 
plures eulogiæ, ſive ſolutis, ſive poeticis numeris exhibitz (non*pauce 
quidem conſpicuæ famæ) nomini WASHINGTON illius boni centuliflent, vel, 
quodcunque aliæ exhibendz collaturz ſint, tamen confitendum eſt, ſingu- 
larem mæſtitiam, morte ejus excitatam, non ſolim per Americam fædera- 
tam, ſed alibi etiam ubicunque gentium nuncia luctuoſa pervencre, meri- 
torum ejus incomparabilium teſtimonium efle, laudationibus quæ ſcribj 
vel profari poſſent diſertiſſimis, longè inſignius. 
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THEOLOLGLE Profeſſor Reverende ac cariſſime, 


Dum aliqua noſtri WasHIN Tow, non minds amanda quàm miranda 
commemores, tuum præcipuè eſt ſummo ſtudio anniti cordibus noſtris 
pietatis virtutumque ejus amorem imprimere, ut illas imitatione aſſequamur. 
Tuum eſt conari animos noſtros ita ad cælos dirigere, ut terrenis deficienti- 
bus ſuperna poſſidere puriſſimo deſiderio exoptemus. Tua mens religioſa 
et ſancta ad hos conatus, tam pios et ſacros quim humanos benevoloſque, te 
ſpontè ducet. Nos omnes tuis ſuggeſtis idoneis et appoſitis, monitis oppor- 
tunis et gravibus, conſiliiſque amiciſſimis atque patheticis, excitati ſedul6 
contendamus, ut ne ſimus ſegnes ſed imitatores noſtri WASHINGTON aſſidui, 
ct ſingulorum, qui per fidem et erga Deum pietatem illam hæreditatem 
cæleſtem adicrunt, quæ nec corrumpi poteſt, nec contaminari, nec mar- 
ceſcere, et nunc quidem populi Dei requie potiuntur. Ita enim ample ſub- 
miniſtrabitur nobis introitus in, æternum regnum Domini noſtri et Serva- 
toris Jeſu Chriſti—Regnum illud beatum, ubi omnis lachryma ab oculis 
noſtris abſtergetur, et mors ampliùs non exiſtabit, neque luctus neque 
dolor, at conjunctis et conſociatis cum myriadibus Angelorum, ſpiritibuſque 
innumeris Juſtorum conſummatorum, nobis Deus et Filius ſuus vultu 
benigno ſemper affulgebunt, atque vitam puram et non marcentem, gau- 
dium ſincerum et ineffabile, felicitatemque integram et r ex 
copia ſua impertientur in ſecula ſeculorum. 


Fax1T Deus, ut hæc beatitudo noſtrum omnium ſit hæreditas per merita 
Jeſu Chriſti 


A DISCOURSE, be. 


WHILE the American Family, in one great funereal proceſſion, is 
Mourning its deceaſed Father ; while every deſcription of its members is 
emulous to honor him by a tribute as various and unrivalled, as his merits; 
this antient Univerſity, who was an early witneſs and ſubject of his protect- 
ing virtues, now preſents at his tomb her humble, yet fervent oblation. 
Led on by our reſpected Collegiate Head, we have paid to departed worth 
thoſe Academic honors, which Elegiac Poetry, Muſic, and Eloquence could 
beſtow, It remains that we hallow and conſummate our offering by thoſe 
moral and religious ſentiments, which the word of God and a correſponding 
act of devotion are fitted to inſpire. Such ſentiments peculiarly become 
the profeſſion of the ſpeaker, the character of a Chriſtian Seminary, and the 
_ preeminent virtue of the Man, we deplore. 


Tux records of frail and uninſpired mortals have in vain been ſearched 
for a complete Archetype of our illuſtrious WASHINGTON. So finiſhed a 
copy was evidently borrowed! from a higher original. It was the image, 
as well as production of Him, who is the great Exemplar and Source of 
perfection. Indeed every degree of excellence in a created mind is at once 
the offspring and likeneſs of 1NFINITE INTELLIGENCE AND GOODNESs, Yet 
certain perſonages have occaſionally adorned the theatre of our world, 
who have been extraordinary miniſters and repreſentatives of Deity. To 
ſuch characters divine inſpiration, as well as human ſentiment and feeling, 
applies the glorious epithet of cops UrON EARTH. While the juſtneſs of 
this application, in the preſent inſtance, is atteſted by an admiring world ; 
the ſudden removal of the object admired qualifies our reſpe& for his 
greatneſs by the impreſſion of his frailty, and forbids our deifying * | 
creature at the expenſe of the Creator, | 


B 


Cos 4 


To add light and force to theſe ſentiments, let me call your attention ta 
that declaration of the MOST HIGH reſpecting his political Vicegerents 
here below ; i | | 


1 HAVE SAID, YE ARE GODS 5 BUT YE SHALL DIE LIKE MEN. 
* | | , F 
- I mave 84ID, YE ARE-GODS. The name GOD uſually denotes the underiv- 
ed and all perfect Being, poſſeſſing unlimited power, underſtanding, and 
benevolence ; whole infinite greatneſs imparts light, ſtrength, and majeſty 
40 his goodneſs ; white his unbounded goodneſs gives equal beauty and 
dignity to his greatnefs. The union of both qualifies and engages Him to 
promote his own glory in connexion with the higheſt good of that univerſe, 
which the fame attributes called into exiſtence. Since the character of 
the SUPREME DIVINITY thus combines the greateſt ability and diſpoſition 
to communicate happineſs with the regular and conftant exertion of both ; 
the title of obs, by a bold and fignificant figure, is conferred on thoſe 
ſubordinate beings, who inherit from Him large portions ef thefe Godlike 
qualities, and employ them for the divine purpoſe of extenſive good. Thus 
celeſtial principalities and earthly rulers are ſtyled cops, becauſe their 
inherent or delegated powers, their allotted or actual ſervices, peculiarly 
reprefent the majeſty and beneficence of the MOST HIGH. When this 
character is given to men in dignified ſtations, it imports that both their 
duty and glory confiſt in co-operating with the deſign, imitating the purity, 
and refleting the luſtre of the divine adminiftration.® 


In this view, what human being, not affifted by miraculous interpoſition, 
ever poffefſed a higher claim to this diſtinction, than our departed Benefactor? 


1 ſenſible that as the Hebrew word, tranſlated GOD, ſtrictly denotes thepower and authority 

of the Moſt High, rather than his whole character; ſo the ſame title, when given to rulers, may 
primarily refer to that portion or image of divine power, with which they are inveſted. But 
as the omnipatence of the Supreme Ruler is ever employed by goodneſs, and governed by 
rectitude ; ſo his vicegerents fulfil the object of their commiſſion, and the true import of their 
title, only by copying the moral character and meaſures of their sovErErGN. | 


LI 


The union of kis intrinſic qualities and deſtined ſervices fills our imagin- 
ations with an idea ſo auguſt, that a minute detail would but — its 
e and force. 


You will not expect from the ſpeaker, eſpecially at this late hour, the 
needleſs and preſumptuous effort, to do juſtice to a character, on which the 
beſt reſources of American gratitude, genius, and taſte, have already been 
exhauſted. Nor will you look for a vain attempt to rouſe, in any high 
degree, thoſe poignant ſenſibilities, which, after repeated and forcible 
exerciſe, have been ſoftened by the kind hand of time into mournful reſig- 
nation. The ſubje& and occaſion however demand a ſober and inſtructive 
application of our inſpired motto to the life and death of our beloved Patriot. 
If, in this application, we ſometimes adopt the bold, but warranted ſtyle of 
the text; you will conſider us not as paying divine honors to WASHINGTON, 
but as chiefly aiming to glorify the SUPREME RULER - the 
medium of his favorite Miniſter. | 


Ir was the high deſtiny of Wasn rox, to be ſelected in the counſels 
of Heaven, as its leading agent in the moſt glorious and beneficent work, 
which perhaps was ever accompliſhed in the political world. This peculiar 
allotment gives him a marked preeminence in the annals of human greatneſs. 
Though exiſting or future Patriots may poſſibly rival him in other reſpects; 
yet to him was eminently conſigned the province of ſevering the new world 
from the old, and of erecting the former into an independent, ſtable, and 
_ glorious fabric of liberty and happineſs. 


Tux ſame VNERRING WISDOM, Which had appointed him to this work, 


gradually ripened him for its execution by 2 nice adjuſtment of his birth 
and education, of his bodily and mental conſtitution, of his early fortunes 
and purſuits. In theſe previous ſteps we recogniſe the ſame inviſible 
Hand, which by ſimilar arrangements prepared the antient Deliverer and 
Lawgiver of Iſrael for the great ſcenes of his public life. In the bodily 
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conſtitution of our Hero were united a vigor, firmneſs, and dignity, which 
at once repreſented and ſupported the energy and greatneſs of his mind; 
and which ſeemed to deſignate him for high command and arduous enter-. 
priſe. His intellectual furniture combined a clear and comprehenſive un- 
derſtanding, a correct and cultivated taſte, a prompt and retentive memory, 
a ſound and deliberate judgment. He conceived and expreſſed his ſenti- 
ments with juſtneſs, preciſion, and ſtrength. He formed and executed his 
plans with circumſpection, policy, and vigor. The productions of his pen 
were uniformly excellent. They furniſh an eminent model of chaſte and. 
perſpicuoug; of conciſe and elegant compoſition. Their matter and ſtyle are 
ever appropriate to the ſubject and occaſion. They exhibit, in the moſt 
unaffected and diverſified manner, not only the inexhauſted reſources of 
his genius, but the ſteady and elevated goodneſs of his heart. | 


As the greatneſs of GOD, rightly underſtood, involves, and indeed is 
principally formed by infinite xzcTITUDE ; ſo his departed Miniſter was 
chiefly ennobled by the majeſty of his virtue. His avowed and ſublime 
principles of morality and piety enlarged his underſtanding, and exalted 
his affections. They originated ſome of his great qualities, and imparted 
direction, vigor, and beauty to all. They ſupported a conſtant propriety 
and dignity. both of ſentiment and action in his individual, domeſtic, and 
public capacities. His unuſual command of appetite and paſſion made the 
ſerenity, clearneſs, and uniformity of his mind reſemble thoſe of ſuperior 
beings. His inveſtigation, diſcernment, and practical obſervance of truth, 
rectitude, and honor were never known to be either obſtructed by pleaſure, 
relaxed by indolence, diſturbed by reſentment, controlled by fear, inter- 
cepted by intereſt, or borne down by ambition. In ſhort, the ſplendor of 
his character aroſe, not ſo much from the ſtriking predominance of any 
one virtue, as from the ſingular union and culture of all, and the wonder- 
ful adaptation of his leading moral iq wg to his peculiar _ arduous 
ſituations. : 


= > 


Tas vright aſſemblage of virtues ſtrikes us s with leſs aſtoniſhment, when 
we add that their poſſeſſor was, both in faith and practice, a CHRISTIAN. 
Whatever influence we aſcribe to the peculiar ſtructure of his mind and his 
poliſhed education ; yet as Chriſtian principles were early interwoven with 
this ſtructure and education, they muſt, under the divine bleſſing, have 
principally contributed to his excellent character. Agreeably, in his cir- 
cular letter at the cloſe of the revolutionary war, he aſcribes the melio- 
rated condition of mankind “ above all other cauſes, to the puRE anD 
© BENIGN LIGHT OF REVELATION;” and earneſtly prays that Gop would 
<« moſt graciouſly be pleaſed to diſpoſe us all to demean ourſelves with that 
« charity, humility, and pacific temper of mind, which were the character- 
& iſtics of the DIVINE AUTHOR or oux BLESSED RELIGION 3 Without 
« a humble imitation of whoſe example, we can never hope to be a hap- 
“e py nation.” When we compare this ſolemn teſtimony in favor of the 
Goſpel with his exemplary regard to its public inſtitutions, and his uncom- 
mon diſplay of its excellent ſpirit ; can we avoid the concluſion, that his 
eminent character was chiefly produced by its heavenly doctrines ; by a 
« humble imitation of the perfect example” it propoſes ; and above all, 
by the gracious and promiſed influence of its © VIE AuTHoR ?” Well 
may he be ranked among earthly Gods, who to other great accompliſhments 
united a © humble,” yet near reſemblance of Him, who is the ſtandard of 
human perfection, and the EXPRESS IMAGE of divine glory. 


Taz Author of nature and grace, having thus prepared his choſen Ser- 
vant, by enduing him with a large portion of internal greatneſs, at length 
by his providence raiſed him to a correſponding ſphere of external dignity. 
The voice of God, ſpeaking in the unanimous appointment of a great and 
_ enlightened people, created him their military Leader, and afterward 
their political Head. He accepted and fulfilled each of theſe appointments 
with a ſpirit of humility and diſintereſtedneſs, of patriotiſm and devotion, 
which conſecrated all his virtues and energies to Gop and his country. To 


1 4 | 
the Godlike, but hazardous purpoſe of ſaving and bleſſing his nation, he 
readily facrificed his comfort and intereſt, and cheerfully offered his reputa- 


tion and life. His ſpirit and conduct, in purſuing this o * uniformly 
eg we its excellent nature. > 


Ap the 1 Pris Pore 8 and viciſſitudes of a long, l 
and diſtreſſing war, his mind, leaning on its own greatneſs, on the purity 
of his motives, the rectitude of the cauſe, and the approbation of his GOD, 
ſeemed to gather ſtrength from ſurrounding weakneſs, courage from dan- 
ger, and hope from deſpondency. Happy in his conſcious integrity, and 
alive only to his country's intereſt and honor, he anxiouſly covered her in- 
firmities and perils even from her own view; he reſigned perſonal char- 
ater and feeling to her credit and welfare; he enlivened her confidence, 
and repelled her foes, by needful but feigned appearances of ſtrength, and 
proſpects of victory. While we trace his military career, we admire that 
uncommon and diverſified greatneſs, which could at once conceal and var- 
nifſh, endure and ſurmount, yea finally bend to the public good, ſo many 
circumſtances of perplexity, alarm, and diſgrace. We admire that great- 
neſs, which effeQually influenced the civil authorities, while it yielded 
them the moſt delicate reſpect and the firmeſt ſupport ; which animated the 
great maſs of the people, and upheld the national Union, without ever 
ſtepping over the line of decorum or official propriety. We venerate that 
controlling genius and virtue, which from raw, ſhifting, and diſcordant 
materials, and amid the moſt trying and obſtinate difficulties, could create 
and harmonize, encourage and protect the armies of our infant nation; 
and which, under the viſible auſpices of an Almighty Leader, conducted 
them through a great and terrible wilderneſs to the promiſed land of tri- 
umphant freedom, peace, and independence. We reverence that ſublime 
ſpirit, which, at the cloſe of the War, ſpurned the allurement of empire, 
and cruſhed the embryo of rebellion; and which, after giving its excellent 
' parting advice and benediction to the beloved ſoldiers and citizens of 
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America, exemplified to the world the precious maxim, that true ambition 
and glory are completed in humble and diſintereſted virtue. 


In a word, the character of our Hero ſeemed to border as cloſely on 
perfection, as human infirmity would permit. Its multifarious and ex- 
quiſite texture was admirably fitted to his deſtination. The Gon of Waſh- 
ington and of America appears to have united in him thoſe ſeemingly incom- 
patible virtues and talents, which had been ſingly diſtributed among pre- 
ceding Warriors, becauſe their combined efficiency and example were em- 
inently required, to form a laſting center of union for our nation; to ſup- 
port the intereſts, and retrieve the honor of our degraded nature; and to 
inftru& mankind in that true heroiſm, which liberty and. Chriſtianity 
alone can inſpire.“ 


Tux paljticul character of WASH NG ro is too frefh in your minds, to need 
a particular delineation. You remember, you ſtill feel the univerſal tranſ- 
port, which hailed him as our firſt Executive Magiſtrate. You recolle& 
with exultation the pure and ſublime maxims, on which he founded his 
auſpicious adminiſtration, and the ſteady magnanimity, which marked his 
adherence to them. While ſuch maxims and conduct reflected equal honor 
on his underſtanding and heart; while they illuſtrated the tranſcendent 
beauty and dignity of CHRISTIAN POLICY ; they gave, at a critical period, 
the moſt ſalutary direction to our new political machine, and afforded a 
precious example to all ſucceeding patriots. Who can fully eſtimate the 
maſs of public good derived from a magiſtrate, whaſe name reconciled the 


Tus ſingular trials, virtues, talents, and ſervices of our Hero, during the late war, are beſt 
ſeen in his Offcial Letters, Theſe, compared with his conduct, diſplay an unparallelled union 
of coolneſs and animation; of caution and vigor; of modefty and deciſion; of philanthropy 
and bravery ; of humility and ambition; of comprehenſive diſcernment and patriotic ardor 
of prudent, yet heroic patience and enterpriſe ; of fortitude in diſtreſs, moderation in victory, 
and cquanimity in all the changes of fortune, | 
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claſhing views and feelings of party; whoſe ſanction enforced a ſyſtem 
of needful and juſt, of Hberal and vigorous meaſures z whoſe compre- 
Henfive mind roſe ſuperior to the ſelfiſh and ſubtle policy of his native 
State; and to every local and partial conſideration, and equally cheriſhed all 
the Aemberd of our complex Republic; whoſe enlightened and vigilant 
zeal conſtantly ſuperintended both our internal and external intereſts, and 
at a very delicate criſis not only placed, but ſteadily kept us on the high 
ground of pacific, independent, and proſperous neutrality? How great was 
that ſpirit, Which, like a majeſtic rock in the ocean, ſtood firm and lofty 
en its own baſe againſt the daſhing billows of domeſtic and foreign oppoſi- 
tion! How glorious was that character, which, amid the mutual rage and 
crimination of parties, extorted a univerſal teſtimony to its own undeviat- 
ing integrity! How amiable and dignified was that policy, which, while it 
courted'and' attentively weighed every decent expreſſion of public opinion, 
and gratefully enjoyed every mark of popular favor, could nn faerilico 
both t'ronfelbus _— an” the ae intereſt! 
5111 * '2 
4810 à word, the conduct of our late Preſident was a humble and viſible 
repteſehtation' of the Divine Government in the uniform purity of its 
principles, meaſures, and objects. He approved himſelf the Vicegerent 
of "God by his profound wiſdom, impartial juſtice, unſuſpected upright- 
neſs, and ſteady conſiſtency ; by his diſintereſted and univerſal love; by 
his intenſe, Od; agd „r exertions or ruf common N gen 
2181998493 ee ene | 
In" the courſe of his public life the Surxrus Divinity Refi to 
honor him by affording opportunity to exhibit with advantage all his 
talents and virtues ; by leading him to a happy uſe of ſuch opportunity ; : 
and by crowning his ee with ſignal ſucceſs. What the Romans 
called felicitas, a and Chriſtians ſtyle the BLESSING « OF HEAVEN, remarkably 
attended him, eſpecially in caſes of unuſual importance, embarraſſment, 
or danger. In theſe inſtances, a guardian Gov * to watch, with 


1 


the moſt tender ſolicitude, over his counſels, actions, and fortunes; pro- 


tecting him from every weakneſs or contingence, which might either defeat 


his projects, or tarniſh his glory. With reſpect to him, Providence ſeemed 
to ſay to misfortune and to malice, TOUCH NOT MINE ANOIN TED, AND DO 
MY SERVANT NO HARM. a 


CORRESPONDING with this divine patronage were the tokens of human 
confidence and admiration. With reſpect to theſe, this favorite of Heaven 
was a matchleſs, though diſtant Repreſentative of Hin, who claims the 
unbounded confidence and admiration of the univerſe. To borrow the 
words of PRESIDENT ApAus at the commencement of our federal govern- 
ment—* If we look over the catalogue of the firſt magiſtrates of nations, 
« whether they have been denominated preſidents or conſuls, kings or 
« princes ; where ſhall we find one, who has ſo completely united all hearts 
« and all voices in his favor; and who enjoyed the eſteem and admiration 
« of foreign nations and fellow citizens with equal unanimity ?” The 
ſame well informed and excellent judge both of men and things, though 
himſelf the firſt in ſtation, and ranking high in the public eſtcem, yet with 
equal ſincerity and greatneſs of mind pronounces his departed brother 
<« the moſt illuſtrious, admired, and beloved perſonage, which the country 
ever produced.“ 


Tunis preeminent glory was exccedingly heightened by the temperate 
ſenſibility, with which it was received and ſupported ; by the diſintereſted 
and patriotic uſe, to which it was applied; by that unaffected piety, which 
conſtantly transferred to the Deity the honor of all our national bleſſings, 
and devoutly reſorted to Him for their continuance ; by that oppreſled 
modeſty, which a ſecond time eagerly withdrew from the gaze of public 
admiration to the ſhade of rural retirement ; and by that enlightened 
paternal affection, which on retiring bequeathed to America and the world 

an invaluable treaſure of political and moral wiſdom, 
C 


"5 2 
. 
5 
ol 
N 
+5 
1: 
1 i 
9 
1 
0 
fry 
kd 
? 1 
FY 
" 


2 2 N 2 n 


C4 


Bor the climax of human greatneſs was not yet completed. In the 
evening of a long, toilſome, and glorious day, he again dutifully reſigns his 
comfort and fame to the anxieties and contingences of a military employ- 
ment. He deſcends from the honors and habits of our firſt citizen to a 
ſubordinate Ration. He ſupports and even enjoys the elevation of the Man, 
who had long occupied under him a ſecondary department, and lends to 
his great meaſures his own important approbation and efficiency. How 
magnificent the ſpectacle ! How ineſtimable the example! How inſpiring 
the event! On this eminence he ſtood, when like Moſes on the top of 


Piſgah, he was ſuddenly tranſlated, as we all believe, to celeſtial and cternal 
honors, © 


' Tarts event, ſo mournful to our world, realizes to the utmoſt that dark 
"ſhade in the portrait of earthly Gods—nuT vs SHALL DIE LIKE MEN. 

Death ſhall reduce you to a level with vulgar mortals. Ye ſhall die, not 
as the beaſts that periſh, but, like other men, as accountable and immortal 


"beings, who muſt inherit the juſt and everlaſting recompenſe of their 
preſent conduc. 


Tay. death, O virtuous ſage, has indeed linked thy fate to that of 
mortals. Let thy dying, as well as living greatneſs, has raiſed thee above 
the ordinary level. It has proclaimed thee a Chriſtian Conqueror. It has 
viſibly exemplified and ſealed thy future glory. It has conſecrated thy 
character, inſtructed thy fellow men, and honored thy Gop.* 


Do any aſk, why thoſe, whom Gop himſelf has thus exalted, are fub- 
jected to the ſame lot with the meaneſt and even vileſt of our race ? The 


No judicious reader will underſtand the above expreſſions, as implying that mere forti- 
tude, or even tranſport in the hour of death, is a certain evidence of vital chriſtianity, or ſure 
pledge of future felicity. This would be a very looſe and dangerous aſſertion. But ſuch 


dying compoſure, as our WasmncrTow exhibited, when preceded by fuch a life, a life too 


expreſsly and uniformly governed by the principles of revealed religion, may well be ſtyled 


chriſtian magnanimity ; and to the eye of faith and charity it appears the harbinger of 
celeſtial glory. | 
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anſwer is, the former, as well as the latter, inherit both the moral and 
phyſical cauſes of death. Theſe cauſes, by a juſt and neceſſary influence, 
terminate in diſſolution. This cataſtrophe cannot be prevented by the 
greateſt combination of courage and policy, of power and fame, of virtue 
and uſefulneſs. It cannot be averted by the united prayers and tears of a 
nation or a world. The moral good, which this allotment is fitted to 
produce, is beyond calculation. A ſerious proſpect of death and its con- 
ſequences teaches thoſe, who are called gods, a ſober eſtimate, a virtyous 
and beneficent uſe of their mental and exterior dignity. It inſtructs them 
to erect the fabric of their greatneſs on the broad and durable baſe of 
ſuperior goodneſs ; which alone can give them peace in death, and glory 
beyond it. It teaches the multitude to regard the higher powers with- a 
veneration and confidence, tempered by ſympathy and candor for their 
human imperfections and burdens, and by a ſolemn ſenſe of their uncertain 
continuance and approaching fate. As the expected removal of the great 
ones of the earth is thus pregnant with uſeful inſtruction, ſo their actual 
deceaſe fulfils the moſt extenſive purpoſes of good. It arreſts and conſigns 
to merited infamy and puniſhment, thoſe baleful monſters, who, by abuſing 
great powers, have corrupted, oppreſſed, or deſolated the world; and 
whom the arm of human juſtice was unable to reach, It tranſplants to 
a happier region thoſe eminent miniſters of Divine Goodneſs, whoſe 
talents, virtues, and ſervices could not be fully matured and rewarded in 
this inhoſpitable and unthankful world. It advances them to ſpheres 
of employment and fruition, equal to their ſublime capacities and diſpo- 
ſitions, ſuited to their peculiar geniuſſes and habits, and forever enlarging 
with their active and immortal ſpirits. 


WHILE the death of the great and good thus enhances their dignity, 
happineſs, and uſefulneſs in the empire of IEHOVAH; it impreſſes many 
excellent leſſons on the ſurviving inhabitants of the earth. Let me briefly 
apply this remark to the preſent occaſion. 
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By ſuddenly removing from us ſuch a man, as WasmincTon, at a 
criſis like the preſent, how forcibly does the Supreme Ruler teach us his 
own SOVEREIGNTY and INDEPENDENCE, and inculcate the duty of implicit 
and entire ſubmiſſion to his diſpoſals | How pathetically does he admoniſh 
us of the vanity of human glory and dependence! How earneſtly does he 
call us to ſeek and conſide in a FRxIEN D, who can never forſake us! How 
| ſolemnly does he exhort us to ſhow both our piety and patriotiſm by 
ſecuring to our beloved country and poſterity his own almighty and un- 
failing protection! 1 


Wirk perſons uncommonly eſtimable and greatly beloved aſcend from 
earth to Heaven, how ſtrongly are our affections carried upward with them! 
How powerfully are we incited to prepare for a ſpeedy and everlaſting 
junction with ſuch great and virtuous ſpirits! With what rapture do we 
anticipate the day, which will unite us to their ſociety ! What ſublime 
ideas do we form of that world, which is their native element, their 

eternal home! Theſe impreſſions are greatly heightened if ſuch characters 
riſe to that inviſible abode in the vigor of their endowments and ſervices, 
while their glory is freſh and complete. As their removal amid ſuch 
circumſtances forbids the ſuppoſition, that virtue and ability ſo ſtrong, 
progreflive, and uſeful are fuddenly extinguiſhed ; ſo it impreſſes a pecu- 
liar conviction both of the reality and excellence of their future deſtin- 
ation. In this view we perceive a ſpecial beauty and utility in the ſudden 
tranſlation of Exocn in the midſt of vigorous piety and goodneſs ; in the 
departure of Mosxs, while the force and patriotic exertion of his bodily 
and mental energies were as yet unabated ; and in the exit of WasninG- 
TON in the ſull ſplendor of his talents, virtues, and fame, 


Wuar then remains, but that we celebrate the ILLUSTRIOUS DEAD With 
that grief and joy, humility and thankſgiving, emulation and improve- 
ment, which ſuch a life and death are fitted to produce ? 
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Le our ſorrow and mutual condolence bear ſome due proportion to the 
greatneſs of our loſs. Let us mourn the heavy bereavement, which liberty 
and order, ſcience and religion, America and the world, have ſuſtained by 
the death of their common Friend and Protector. Let us reſpectfully ſym- 
pathize with our Preſident, who has loſt his early brother and ſirmeſt ſup. 
port ; with our federal goyernment, which ſo greatly owed its exiſtence, 
preſervation, and ſucceſs, to the name and efficiency of WASHINGTON ; : 
with the American Union, which, in critical periods, found him its chief 
and effetual cement; with the military forces of our country, of which 
he was the directing and animating ſpirit, while his ſingle preſence and 
reputation ſurrounded us with walls and bulwarks, 


Auip numberleſs objects of ſympathy we ſee on, which rivets and almoſt 
appropriates our reſpectful, our tendereſt grief. THE Wire OF. WASHING- 
TON | What a charm does that ſound convey ! Diſconſolate, yet dignified 
woman ! We love and revere thee, both for thy own ſake, and for the 
ſake of thy departed Huſband. His ſoul, while he lived, was divided be- 
tween thee and us. He was equally amiable, as thy Partner and our Bene- 
factor. We thank thee for thy ſoothing attentions to Him, while wearing 
out his life for us. We thank thee for thy tenderneſs and greatneſs at 
his death. Thou haſt indeed profited by his example. In thee America 
{till ſees and embraces her WAsHRING TON. May the ſublime idea of his paſt 
virtues and preſent reward; may the tears and eulogies of grateful millions; 
may the peculiar preſence of his and thy Gop ; may the dear hope of 
ſhortly rejoining him in his glorified ſtate, deſcend into thy afflicted heart, 
as the refreſhing dew on the mountain of Zion ! 


WIIILE we thus lament our deceaſed Patriot; let us notice, with pious 
humiliation, the rebuke of Providence in ſuddenly withdrawing ſo great 
a blefling ; and acknowledge, with penitence, that national ingratitude 
and guilt, which had forfeited its continuance. Let us view, with awful 
concern, the gap, which this event has opened for the entrance of public 
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calamities; and the dark preſage of impending yen — 2 Heaven 
ſeems t to exhibit by dos bo its beloved Miniſter. 


| Ar the ame time let our tears be intermixed and ennobled by that ſub- 
ume ſpirit of gratitude and joy, which the dignity of the occaſion requires. 

Let us exult in the thought, that our nature and our country, that our 

government, liberty, and religion have been adorned by ſo diſtinguiſhed a 
Subject and Patron. Let us draw freſh materials for patriotic triumph 
and religous thankſgiving from every page in the hiſtory of WASHINGTON; 
and from every benefit, which Heaven has conferred upon us, and be- 
queathed to our children, through the medium of his ſervices, writings, 
and example. Among the innumerable ſources of conſolation and praiſe, 
preſented by his life, let us gratefully adore the divine goodneſs in pro- 
tracting it to a vigorous, uſeful, and honorable old age; in protecting its 
decline from that abaſement and obſcurity, in which the ſun of human 
glory ſo frequently ſets. Let us give thanks, that a body and mind ſo 
energetic and noble were not doomed to long diſeaſe and pain, to mortify- 
ing inactivity and dotage ; that the laſt ſtages of ſo glorious a life were 
attended with no circumſtance, which in the leaft diminiſhed its ſplendor 
that our beloved Patriot did not fall, as many great and good men have 
done, by the hand either of foreign hoſtility, or of domeſtic envy, ingrati- 
tude, or treachery ; that his death, though kindly ſudden, did not deprive 
him of the honor, nor the world of the example, of a rational and glorious 
triumph over the king of terrors. Let us devoutly glory in the thought, 
that our great Countryman was lent to mankind, to inſtru&t them both 
how to live and how to die; that, while his ſpirit ſtill lives to itſelf, to the 
Univerſe, and to Gop, he alſo ſurvives on earth in his excellent pattern and 
counſels, in the fruits of his labors, the affections of his country, and the 
records of immortal fame; that this his ſurviving exiſtence is our peculiar 
and unfading inheritance ; that its bleſſed effects will, we truſt in God, be 
ſucceſſively propagated from age to age, and thus continually add freſh 
glory to his —_— on earth, and to his ſpirit 1 in heaven, 
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War matter of thankful joy, that in addition to the other means of 
education, with which this age abounds, Providence has opened to our 
children a volume ſo pure and inſtructive, as THE LIFE of WASHINGTON | 
Ye American PARENTS, and TEACHERS of youth | Study this volume ; 
become maſters of its important contents; tranſcribe them into your own 
hearts and lives ; and thus convey them with happieſt effe& to your chil- 
dren and pupils. Often lead them to the tomb of their venerable Father, 
and ſay; Here lies the Man, who loved liberty and his' country; who 
loved us and you far better, than his own comfort, reputation, and 
life. Here ſleeps the Hero and Stateſman, whom your Gop and the Gop 
of your Fathers raiſed up and ſingularly qualified to be our ſucceſsful 
Leader both in war and peace. Here reſts the Citizen and Chriſtian, whoſe 
piety and morality ſolicit univerſal eſteem and imitation. Read then his 
hiſtory, and learn to believe in Providence ; to be thankful for its 
favors ; to admire and emulate its virtuous and illuſtrious Agent! 


ESPECIALLY let the youthful Votaries of the liberal arts honor their 
deceaſed Patron, not merely by fervent celebrations, but by correſpondent 
practice. The Man, who we commemorate, though formed to be great 
without the afliſtance of public education, was yet a liberal poſſeſſor and 
friend of ſcience. He protected this Univerſity from Britiſh ſpoilers. He 
gave it his warm benediction, when, as our common Father, he made his 
viſit to the Eaſtern States. He fervently recommended the intereſts of 
learning to the national Legiſlature. While living, he cheriſhed literary 
Inſtitutions by his bounty ; and at his death appropriated large legacies to 
the ſupport of ſeveral Academies, and eſpecially of a central CoLumBian 
UniversiTY. His reaſons for this laſt deviſe diſplay a mind ſo correct, 
patriotic, and noble, as muſt greatly recommend him to the friends of 
learning and of America, even though his favorite plan at preſent be 
thought inexpedient. I need not add that his attachment to ſcience and 
her children has been warmly reciprocated. The Sons of this our ALMA 
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Marx have long dwelt on his name with filial, unabating rapture. They 
have loaded his Natal Day with their united bleſſings. They have eagerly 
decorated our exhibitions with his laurels. The Muſes have never tired 
in ſinging his praiſes. The anniverſary of his birth again approaches. 
„But ah, how changed!” It is ſhrouded in ſackcloth. Its n 
Patron has fled. | 


'Yx bereaved Members of this Univerſity | The death of the Man, whom 
ye once fondly celebrated, has not diflolved, but enhanced and ſealed your 
obligations to his memory. While your hearts pant to fulfil theſe obliga- 
tions, permit me, as his humble organ, and your friendly monitor, to aſſiſt 
you in the arduous effort. As this ſeminary was deſigned to be the 
nurſery of true greatneſs, your ſtandard of dignity ſhould be early and 
correctly adjuſted. You have often heard and echoed the maxim, THAr 
MORAL GRANDEUR MAKES THE MIGHTY MAN. Here you behold this abſtract 
principle embodied, yea formed into a living ſoul. The character of our 
Patriot, whether curforily viewed, or philoſophically analyzed ; though we 
ſee it covered with intellectual and adventitious glory ; yet ſeizes and 
almoſt confines our admiration by its PREDOMINANT GcooD. We admire 
its other qualities, chiefly becauſe they were the offspring, the handmaids, 
or exhibiters of his Heaven-born virtue. Why are you enraptured with 
its military ſplendor ? Becauſe it was a ſublime diſplay of the policy and 
enterpriſe, the courage and triumph of goodneſs. Why do you extol 
his political greatneſs ? Becauſe through the correct medium of impar- 
tial, juſt, and extended philanthropy, he clearly diſcerned the rights, 
duties, and intereſts both of his own and of foreign nations ; and becauſe 
the ſtrength of his virtue made him reſolutely follow this moral perception. 
Why does the whole life of WasminGToN at once awe and delight you? 
Becauſe it was uniformly ſuperior to the littleneſs of vanity and pride, of 
ſelfiſh ambition and avarice, of habitual vice even in its moſt faſhionable 
and ſeducing forms ; becauſe he ever ſought the nobleſt ends by the pureſt 
means; becaule all his waking hours were methodically and intenſely em- 
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ployed in this Godlike purſuit. Can you contemplate ſuch a character 
without trampling under foot that ſpurious greatneſs, which the world has 
annexed to moſt of its renowned heroes, and ſages, and emperors, and 
gods ? Figure to yourſelves a man concentrating as far as poſſible, all the 
qualities, actions, and fortunes of our Patron, excepting his goodneſs; ſup- 
poſe this ſplendid combination to be connected with an unjuſt cauſe or 
unworthy motives, with private immorality or public villany; you can- 
not but ſpurn its poſſeſſor, even though his exploits have providentially ſaved 
a country or a world. You may indeed be aſtoniſhed at his energies and 
achievements, juſt as we admire ſome grand, tremendous, or uſeful prodigy 
in nature. But, while the tranſient ſight of ſo huge and miſshapen a mon- 
ſer may delight your curioſity, you cannot but dread and ſhun his unwieldy 
greatneſs, and wiſh him either chained or exterminated,* 


Your hiſtoric and claſſical reading, my young friends, has doubtleſs 
anticipated me in deriving freſh laurels for our Hero from the contraſted 
vices or defects of the greateſt characters both of antient and modern times, 
I muſt however obſerve, that his life preſents a model of excellence ſupe- 
rior, not only to the real, but even to the fabulous heroes of paganiſm. 
Survey the fictitious portraits, drawn by thoſe two great maſters, Virgil 
and Homer. Compare the romantic hero of the Eneid with the real Hero 
of Au RICA. How unfeeling and ſpiritleſs, how inconſiſtent and unlovely 
on the whole, does the former appear in the compariſon! Look into the 
Thad. Though you juſtly admire the grandeur of its ſentiments and im- 
ages; yet can you find one ſpotleſs or uniformly great character in the 
whole group of its heroes and deities? Does not even mighty Jupiter force 


Ir is pleaſing to obſerve that the life of Was nix Gro has in ſome degree changed the 
diale& of mankind. We now almoſt inſtinctively apply the epithet EAT to high moral 
excellence, rather than to ſuperiority of intellect or of fortune. The beſt Eulogiſts of our 
Hero almoſt appropriate this title to his ſelf denying and exalted virtue. They and all their 
readers conſider him, as preeminently great in firmly defending our independence againſt France, 
in voluntarily relinquiſhing the chair of government, in accepting a ſubordinate command, 
&c. May we not hope that the time is at hand, when this dignified appellation will be wholly 
alienated from exalted libertines and villains, robbers and murderers, blaſphemers and atheiſts ; 
and be excluſively applied to characters reſembling the American WASHINGTON ? 
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your contempt and averſion ? Do you not laugh at his foibles, and deteſt 
his vices, in ſpite of his terrible thunder bolts ? Yes, the collected dignity 
of all the heathen gods and _ vaniſhes before the pure and benchi- 
cent luſtre of WasHINGToON. 


How ſhall we account for this fact? We can trace it to no adequate 
ſource, but that, from which he derives the preſent melioration of mankind, 
VIZ. THE PURE AND BENIGN LIGHT OF REVELATION. As the countries, which 
wanted this light, could furniſh no refined or finiſhed models of virtue, 
from which to copy ; ſo the moral conceptions of the copyiſts were too 
defective and groſs, for the exhibition of a perfect ideal character. The 
Chriſtian religion therefore receives new luſtre from its tranſcendent 
influence upon the character of our virtuous Sage, as well as from his 
avowed belief and earneſt recommendation of its divine principles. You 
cannot deſpiſe this religion, without inſulting the aſhes of a Man, whom 
you are forever bound to love and revere. You cannot reject it, without 
renouncing the precious aſſurance, that the moſt beloved of human Bene- 
factors is now inheriting a reward equal to his matchleſs ſervices ; and that, 
if you imitate his virtues, you will ſhortly aſſociate with him, and other 
kindred ſpirits, in a world of perfect gratitude, benevolence, and joy. How 
ineſtimable is that ſyſtem, which can exalt frail humanity to ſuch greatneſs 
of character, and to ſuch glorious proſpects; and yet reſtrain us from 
deifying the moſt excellent creature, by pointing our views to an Object 


infinitely greater! How ought we to love that revelation, which confers ſuch | 


dignity and happineſs on the preſent and future exiſtence of our admired 


| Citizen ; which enables us to rank him far above the moſt adored objects 


of other religions, and to pay him the higheſt ſubordinate honors ; while 


it reſerves our ſupreme affection and ſacred worſhip to his and our Father 
and Redeemer ! 


WHILE the life of our illuſtrious Patriot thus ſets before you the criterion 
of dignity, it diſtinctly points out the ſeveral ingredients, which compoſe 
it. It teaches you to unite benevolence with {lf love, patriotiſm with 
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friend(hip, bete integrity with public 3 and devout piety with 
all. It teaches you the real exiſtence, import, and beauty of DIsINTERESTED 


AFFECTION ; of that principle, which, while it allows a ſober purſuit and 
enjoyment of perſonal pleafure, advantage, and fame, habitually ſubjects, 
and cheerfully ſacrifices them to a far greater and dearer object, the 


general good, It inſtructs you in the falſehood and littleneſs of that 


philoſophy, which derides every appearance of public benevolence or per- 
ſonal ſelf denial, as the maſk and engine of an intereſted or aſpiring policy. 


It calls upon you to render your public education the ſoil and nutriment 


of public virtue, It exhorts you to ſeek eminence in knowledge, not 


merely as the inſtrument of Academic diſtinction, of mental luxury, or 


of future wealth, applauſe, or preferment ; but as the mean of extenſive 


ſervice to your Creator and to his rational family. It directs you to purſue, 
to enjoy, and to apply ſcientific or worldly ſuperiority with that humble, 
equal, and beneficent mind, which added ſuch luſtre to his. Whenever 
you are tempted to loſe the man, the gentleman, or the chriſtian, in the 
proud intoxication of real or fancied greatneſs ; let the exalted, yet lowly 
image of WASHINGTON repel the fordid temptation. Behold him difplay- 
ing the Father and the Brother to the meaneſt ſoldier and citizen of his 


country; yea to the loweſt member of his family. Read his LasT wiLL ; 
and ſee his anxious, tender, and effectual proviſion for the liberation of 
all his African ſervants, for the comfort of ſuch of them, as are either 


aged and inſirm, or united by the ſacred ties of marriage, and for the 


uſeful education of their infant offspring. This proviſion, added to his 


correſponding humanity, while living, and the filial tears ſhed by his 
domeſtics on his tomb, erect one of the nobleſt monuments to his fame. 


| Theſe are monuments infinitely ſuperior to thoſe loud but hypocritical 


clamors for liberty and equality, which diſtinguiſh many nominal — 
and real tyrants of the preſent day. 


Do you aſk, by what ſteps, by what myſterious charm, this eminent 
perſonage acquired ſuch greatneſs ? The anſwer is ſhort ; he began 
early ro LIVE BY RULE. His wiſdom and virtue were not the offspring, 
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nor the ſport of inſtinctive, capricious, or romantic feeling, like that refined 
ſenſibility, which is occaſionally enraptured with a beautiful, or melted by a 
tragic fiction, while it diſplays no ſteady, active, and uſeful benevolence. 
His great attainments and actions reſulted from certain deliberate and 
virtuous principles, which his reaſon and conſcience preſcribed, and to 
which he ſteadily and immovably adhered ! The ſplendor of his character 
aroſe, not ſo much from the ſuperior abſtract excellence of theſe principles, 
as from their commanding and uniform influence upon his conduct. Be 
encouraged by this example to propoſe to yourſelves a high pitch of excel- 
| lence, and to purſue ſimilar meaſures for its attainment. Like him, bring 
your imaginations, appetites, and feelings, however impetuous, under the 
tranquil empire of reaſon. Like him, cheriſh a ſolemn ſenſe of the worTH 
OF TIME ; of the importance of METHoD in its diſtribution, and of piL1- 
GENCE in its improvement. Let his example inſtruct you to aſſign to 
every ſtudy, to every action its proper rank and opportunity, and to 
obſerve this arrangement with punctuality and perſeverance. Let it teach 
us all to make the diſcharge of our ſeveral duties keep pace with the 

current of our lives ; that, if the laſt meſſenger, as in his caſe, ſhould ſud- 
| denly arrive, no unfiniſhed buſineſs, temporal or ſpiritual, may diſturb 
our dying pillow, or our. future account. What dignity and peace muſt 
attend ſuch a plan of life, completed by ſuch a death! What Godlike pleaſ- 
ure, as well as glory, muſt our late Benefactor have enjoyed in the 
conſcious exerciſe of goodneſs ſo ſteady, ſucceſsful, and applauded ! How 
ſolacing to his bercaved connexions, and perhaps to his aſcended ſpirit, is 
the heart felt tribute of millions, made happy and grateful by his virtuous 
deeds ! How powerfully do theſe reflections urge you, even from motives 
of pleaſure and honor, to go, and do likewiſe / At the ſame time, the 
example of the Deceaſed recommends devout and conſtant vigilance, as 
the beſt ſupport, under Gop, of an excellent character.“ 


* A xxxx relative and intimate friend of WAs uin cron informs us, that he had his daily 
and regular hour of private devotion, from which no company, buſineſs, or amuſement could 
divert him. We have ſimilar aſſurances of his ſecret piety even amid the cares and temptations 


of military life, Theſe anecdotes perfectly accord with that humble and devout ſpirit, which 
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You patience will indulge me in adding that the extraordinary affection 
and honor, paid to an eminent Man,* not only furniſh a noble incentive 
to emulation, but exhibit the ſtrong propenſity of mankind to reverence 
and love ſuperior wiſdom and goodneſs. If a perſon, poſſeſſing theſe qual- 
ities, be our benefactor, ruler, or guardian friend; this endearing con- 
nexion heightens our affectionate veneration, and awakens our gratitude 
and joy. Can we then, without violating our nature and reaſon, as well 
as religion, withhold our higheſt reverence and grateful affection from a 
FATHER AND GOVERNOR INFINITELY GREAT AND GOOD ; of whom our 
earthly Benefactor was the imperfe& image and offspring, given and long 
continued to us, as the choſen medium of divine benefits, and a pattern of 
_ correſpondent piety ?* Shall not our fervent celebration of derived excel- 
lence and beneficence enforce a ſtill higher tribute to the ALL PERFECT 
ORIGINAL ? Shall thoſe overflowings of heart, thoſe ardent teſtimonies of 
grateful admiration, which human greatneſs and goodneſs command, be 


ſteadily marked his viſible conduct, and diſtinguiſhed even his political addreſſes. His inaugural 
ſpeech to Congreſs in 1789 is a ſignal diſplay of this ſpirit. It ſtrongly expreſſes his ſenſe of 
his own deficiencies, his faith in divine communications to the haman mind, and his prayerful 
dependence upon them. Sound philoſophy, as well as Chriſtianity, juſtifies a belief, that his 
wiſdom and virtue as a man, his conduct and ſucceſs as our Hero and Stateſman, were emi- 
nently indebted to his habitual devotion. If any admirers of our departed Sage deſpiſe or 
neglect prayer and other offices of piety, they are requeſted to conſider, that however they may 
honor him with their lips, they pointedly reproach him by their actions. They pour contempt 
both on his paſt precepts and example on earth, and his preſent employment in heaven. As 
their ſouls are not congenial with his, they cannot reaſonably hope to aſſociate with him and 
other kindred ſpirits in the region of pure and everlaſting devotion. : 


* IF any good Chriſtians, who dread idolatry, view with anxiety the unequalled and long 
continued honors, paid at the tomb of Was ix Gro; they are deſired to conſider that he, 
while living, conſtantly declined every other reward ; and that it peculiarly becomes a free 
and happy nation to offer to her great patriots the generous tribute of public veneration; a 

tribute ſo congenial and gratifying to that pure love of country, which finds its beſt recompenſe 
in her reciprocal and grateful affection. While other rewards pleaſe and nouriſh little and mer- 
cenary paſſions; this is a ſpontaneous and ſublime homage paid to ſuperior goodneſs, and of 
courſe has the happieſt influence in recommending and encouraging that private and patriotic 
virtue, which is the baſis and life of a Republic. Sound policy, — as well as natural 
juſtice and gratitude, enjoins it as a t republican duty, to beſtow upon tranſcendent merit 
the higheſt tokens of reſpect; cially when the removal of the obje& has precluded every 
ſuſpicion of hollow and ſelfiſh adulation. We may add that piety impoſes the ſame obliga- 
tion; for “ if we love not our human Benefactor, whom we have ſeen ; how can we love our 
INFINITE BENEFACTOR, whom we have not ſeen ?”” | 
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ridiculed, as fooliſh foperſtitibn or enthuſiaſm, when paid'to the infinite 
Summary and Fountain of good ? Shall the Lovers of WaAsHINGTON affect 
to diſſolve that connexion between morality and religion, which his living 
example and dying legacy have ſolemnly confirmed ? ShalP we manifeſt our 

reſpe& for him by honoring his written counſels, his natal anniverſary, 
and even his name and likeneſs? And ſhall we not treat with equal, 
yea far ſuperior veneration, the inſpired code, the conſecrated day, and 
the glorious name of the LORD OUR GOD ? Shall we not piouſly regard 
his PRIME MINISTER, his PERFECT REPRESENTATIVE, his BEST BELOVED 
SON ? Shall we not honor Hin, whom our Hero devoutly copied and 
earneſtly recommended; and to whom this antient Seminary was ex- 
preſsly devoted ?—Blefſed be God, though we find no parallel to our 
deceaſed Patriot in the Archives of paganiſm ; yet the doctrines and 
inſtitutions of Chriſtianity announce, BEHoLD A GREATER THAN WasH- 
INGTON is HERE. While therefore we celebrate our political and mortal 
Savior, let us not forget our ſpiritual and immortal Deliverer. Ir WE ror- 
GET THEE, O DIvINE PHILANTHROPIST, LET OUR RIGHT HANDS FORGET 
THEIR CUNNING, IF WE DO NOT REMEMBER THEE, LET OUR TONGUES 
CLEAVE TO THE ROOFS OF OUR MOUTHS. In the contemplation of thy glo- 
rious perſon and example, thy wonderful labors, fufferings, and achieve- 
ments, we would throw open our hearts to receive and enthrone thee. 
LiFT UP YOUR HEADS, O YE GATES 3 AND BE YE LIFTED UP, YE EVER- 
LASTING DOORS ] THAT THE KING OF GLORY MAY COME IN. 


FinALLY the death of a wiſe and good Parent tenderly calls on the 
mourning children to bury in his grave their little domeſtic animoſities; 
to unite in obſerving his parting counſels, and in revering thoſe whom 
he befriended and honored, or who inherit his likeneſs and authority. Let 
us then depoſit at the tomb of our common Father all our political con- 
tentions. Let us there leave our ſolemn vow, that, in conformity to his 
example and advice, we will be united and independent Americans ; that 
we will defend and tranſmit to our children that glorious inheritance, 
which his toils purchaſed and ſecured, Let our reſpect for his memory 


Wh: 


confirm our attachment to his ExceLLENT 8Uccess0R 3 who was not only 
one with him in the ſincereſt friendſhip, but in political principle, in 
chriſtian piety and virtue, in enlightened, magnanimous, and long tried 
patriotiſm, in eminent ſervices and bleflings to his country ; and who has 
equally honored himſelf and his Predeceſſor by exemplary ſorrow and 
admiration at his death. Let not our grief for the dead render us unjuſt 
to the living. Let it not beget deſpondency, nor diſtruſtful anxiety for 
the public ſafety. Though the part, which was aſſigned to the Deceaſed, * 
and for which He was peculiarly qualified, was preeminently great; yet it 
would be a reproach both to ourſelves and to our Gon, to ſay that the 
conſtitution and happineſs of our country hang on ſo uncertain a thread, 
as the life of any individual. Let us rather ſay that the infinitely wiſe 
Dix cron of our political Drama has recalled its moſt conſpicuous Actor, 
after finiſhing his part, in order to give other performers a better opportu- 
nity to honor themſelves and their country by ſimilar diſplays both of 
talents and virtues. Let us devoutly hope that the Guardian GOD of 
AMERICA Will not forſake the work, which Hz has ſo gloriouſly begun. 
In the faithful diſcharge of our reſpective duties, let us truſt in his all 
ſufficient Providence and Spirit, in connexion with the prolific genius of 
our country, and the inſpiring example of its deceaſed Patron, to bleſs us 
with a long ſucceſſion of emulating Worthies ; who will build on the 
ſame noble foundation, and under the divine benediction will make our 
Iſrael A NAME AND A PRAISE IN THE EARTH. | 
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Page 6, line 7, from the bottom, after rariſimd inſert plenum. p. 7, 1. 6, from bottom, for 
Centuliſſent read Contuliſent. p. 23, 1. 13, from bottom, for who read whom. p. 24, I. 14, 
from bottom, for 600D read GOODRESsS. 
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